
Cross Border Shopping Is Not the Best Deal 
for Your Child’s Safety 
Cross border shopping may be cheap and convenient, but when it 
comes to buying a child’s car seat or booster seat for use in 
Canada, Transport Canada warns consumers that it is illegal. 
 
Transport Canada is receiving a significantly increased number of 
inquiries from parents and caregivers who have either purchased a 
seat, or are considering purchasing a seat from outside of Canada. 
The Department is also seeing an increase in the number of 
reports from Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) officers 
and from certified child passenger safety technicians that seats 
purchased in other countries are being privately imported into 
Canada and are showing up at car seat clinics across Canada. 
 
Transport Canada is concerned that parents and caregivers may 
not know that it is illegal to import and use in Canada a seat that 

does not comply with Canadian standards. Many consumers are looking south of the border and 
in other countries for the best buy without knowing all of the facts. Child seats and booster 
seats sold in the U.S. and other countries do not meet Canadian federal regulations and, under 
provincial and territorial legislations, are illegal to use in Canada. 
 
Child or booster seats purchased outside Canada, including those purchased online from non-
Canadian vendors, do not comply with Canada’s Motor Vehicle Restraint Systems and Booster 
Cushions Safety Regulations (RSSR) and the applicable Canada Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards (CMVSS), and thus do not carry the National Safety Mark. 
 

   In summary, when purchasing a child seat for use in Canada, parents and caregivers should  
   look for the National Safety Mark label attached to the seat, indicating that the seat complies   
   with Canadian regulations and standards, and is therefore legal for use in Canada. When 
   shopping online for a child seat, please ensure that the vendor is offering a seat that is certified  
   to Canadian standards and carries the National Safety Mark. 
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For more information please contact St. John Ambulance at 345-1712 or Judi Marton at 625-8842. 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/acts-regulations/GENERAL/m/mvsa/regulations/rssr/rssr.htm
http://www.tc.gc.ca/acts-regulations/GENERAL/m/mvsa/regulations/rssr/rssr.htm

