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Carry the Torch Challenge 

 
 
The official 2010 Winter Games Torch Relay route begins in Olympia, Greece. The flame will be 
lit at the site of the very first Olympic Games. The Torch will then travel through Greece to Athens 
where it will be handed over to Canadian representatives who will bring the flame home to    
Canada. When the Canadian relay begins on October 30th 2009 in Victoria, B.C, it will mark the 
start of the longest ever relay across a single nation.  
 
The Torch will be carried, flown, and driven across 45,000 km and through 1000 Canadian com-
munities with nearly 200 of those communities holding celebrations, including Thunder Bay. The 
Torch arrives in Thunder Bay at 6 p.m. on January 3rd, 2010 after a fun filled day of activities and 
sports festivals. The celebration will continue into the evening with fireworks and a light show.  
 
The Torch will arrive in Vancouver, British Columbia on the 106th day of the relay, February 12th, 
2010. This marks the official opening of the 2010 Winter Games.  
 
 
 The Challenge 
 

• The challenge is for the school to “make it” to Vancouver in time for the opening ceremo-
nies of the 2010 Winter Games by being active. 

• For every 20 minutes of extra physical activity a class completes each day, they gain one 
community from the relay route. The school (or participating classes) must collect all of 
the communities before February 12th, 2010. 

• Players use the transparency provided of the official 2010 Torch Relay route, to create a 
classroom map of Canada with the relay route outlined (or create a transparency using 
the map on the following page). 

• Classes can work together by each taking a region/province, territory of Canada and 
combining them in a main area of the school to display. 

• The classes can track their progress along the route either on classroom maps with pins, 
or on a larger school map with community signs. 

 
 
 Additional Activities 
 

• Players can use the relay route in math classes to calculate distances traveled from 
Greece to Victoria, around Canada and back to Vancouver. 

• Players can use the relay route to help them learn about Canada’s geography. 
• Players can use the relay route to help them learn about Canada’s cultural diversity and 

the unique Torch relay celebrations taking place.  
• Players can research the history of the relay and present that information to their class or 

school at the end of the relay.  
• Teachers can use the VANOC Vancouver 2010 lesson plans, available at 

www.olympicschool.ca to enrich and extend the Torch Relay experience for their players.   










