
WH AT I S M S S ?
MSS is a blood test available to all
p regnant women in On t a r i o. MSS
m e a s u res four different hormones
that have been produced by the
b a by’s liver and the placenta.
These hormones pass into the
m o t h e r’s blood stream in small
amounts. MSS measures these
amounts and compares them to
the average for women in the
same week of pre g n a n c y. Fro m
this information, the chance of a
b a by having trisomy 18, Dow n
s y n d rome, or open neural tube
defect (spina bifida) is calculated.

WH AT D O E S S C R E E N
N E G AT I V E M E A N?
A result is called screen negative
when a pregnant woman’s blood
has the usual amount of these
hormones. This means the chance
of her baby having Down 
s y n d rome, trisomy 18, or an open
neural tube defect is re d u c e d .

WH AT D O E S YO U R R I S K
N U M B E R M E A N?
You can ask your health care
p rovider to give you your risk 
f i g u re that is written down on the
re p o rt. For example, the re p o rt
might read 1:500 which means
that your chance of delivering a
b a by with Down syndrome in this
p regnancy is 1 in 500. The chance
of your baby NOT being affected
with Down syndrome is 499 out
of 500.

DO E S T H I S
R E S U LT M E A N T H AT
M Y B A B Y I S N O R M A L?
A screen negative result does not
guarantee a normal baby. Ma n y
other problems that a baby can
h a ve are not found by doing
maternal serum screening. Be c a u s e
this is a screening tool and not a
diagnostic test, even when the
result is negative, a small number
of babies will have Down 
s y n d rome, trisomy 18, or neural
tube defect.

MSS – SC R E E N NE G AT I V E

It is important to be aware
that eve ry pregnant couple in
the general population has a
2-3% risk of having a baby
with a birth defect. W h i l e
normal results of pre n a t a l
testing are reassuring, they
do not guarantee the birth of
a healthy baby.


